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Amendment A 


Amendments to the Claims; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
listing of Claims: 

Claim 1 (currently amended): A strap path access guide for a strapping machine of the 
type having a feed assembly and a chute, the strapping machine including a strapping head 
disposed between the feed assembly and the chute, the strapping machine configured to receive 
first and second courses of associated strap material, position, tension and seal the strap material 
around a load, the feed assembly including a pair of tensioning wheels and a pair of feed wheels 
disposed along a strap path, the feed wheels feeding the strap material into and around the chute 
and the tensioning wheels retracting the strap material and tensioning the strap material around 
the load, the strap path access guide comprising: 

a fixed lower guide portion extending between the tensioning wheels and the strapping 
head, the fixed lower guide portion defining a lower surface of the strap path; 

a pivotable upper guide portion, the upper guide portion pivotable about a pivot point that 
is spaced from and rearwardly beyond the tensioning wheels, the upper guide portion pivotable 
between a closed position in which the upper and lower guide portions cooperate with one 
another to define the strap path and an open position in which the strap path is fully accessible, 
the upper guide portion being pivotable in a plane transverse to a direction of travel of strap 
material through the strap path; and 

a latching assemhl y ekmcnt for securing the upper guide portion in the closed position. 

Claim 2 (currently amended): The strap path access guide in accordance with claim 1 
wherein the latching assembly includssing a latch for securing the upper guide portion in the closed 
position. 
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Claim 3 (original): The strap path access guide in accordance with claim 2 including a 
biasing element for biasing the latch to a latched position. 

Claim 4 (original): The strap path access guide in accordance with claim 1 wherein the 
upper guide portion is configured for carrying one of the feed wheels. 

Claim 5 (original): The strap path access guide in accordance with claim 4 wherein the one 
of the feed wheels is an idler wheel. 

Claim 6 (currently amended): The strap path access guide in accordance with claim 5 
wherein the idler wheel is mounted to aliased assembly for biasing the idler wheel toward the 
lower guide position. 

Claim 7 (original): The strap path access guide in accordance with claim 1 wherein the 
lower guide portion includes an opening in the lower portion of the strap path, the opening 
configured for receiving one of the feed wheels. 

Claim 8 (currently amended): A feed assembly for a strapping machine of the type having a 
chute, and a strapping head disposed between the feed assembly and the chute, the strapping 
machine configured to receive first and second courses of associated strap material, position, 
tension and seal the strap material around a load, the feed assembly comprising: 

a pair of tensioning wheels and a pair of feed wheels disposed along a strap path, the feed 
wheels feeding the strap material into and around the chute and the tensioning wheels retracting the 
strap material and tensioning the strap material around the load, a strap path access guide defining a 
portion of a strap path, the strap path access guide having a fixed lower guide portion extending 
between the tensioning wheels and the strapping head, the fixed lower guide portion defining a 
lower surface of the strap path, the strap path access guide including a pivotable upper guide 
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portion pivotable about a pivot that is spaced from and rearwardly beyond the tensioning wheels, 
the upper guide portion pivotable between a closed position in which the upper and lower guide 
portions cooperate with one another to define the strap path and an open position in which the strap 
path is fully accessible, the upper guide portion being pivotable in a plane transverse to a direction 
of travel of strap material through the strap path and a latching assemhly elemen t for securing the 
upper guide portion in the closed position. 

Claim 9 (currently amended): The strap path access guide in accordance with claim 8 
wherein the latching assembly i nclndesfrrg a latch for securing the upper guide portion in the 
closed position. 

Claim 10 (currently amended): The feed assembly in accordance with claim 2[[8]] 
including a biasing element for biasing the latch to a latched position. 

Claim 1 1 (original): The feed assembly in accordance with claim 8 wherein the upper guide 
portion is configured for carrying one of the feed wheels. 

Claim 12 (original): The feed assembly in accordance with claim 1 1 wherein the one of the 
feed wheels is an idler wheel. 

Claim 13 (original): The feed assembly in accordance with claim 12 wherein the idler 
wheel is mounted to aliased assembly for biasing the idler wheel toward the lower guide portion. 

Claim 14 (original): The feed assembly in accordance with claim 8 wherein the lower guide 
portion includes an opening in the lower portion of the strap path, the opening configured for 
receiving one of the feed wheels. 
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Claim 15 (currently amended): A strapping machine of the type configured to receive first 
and second courses of associated strap material, position, tension and seal the strap material around 
a load, comprising: 

a feed assembly; 

a chute; and 

a strapping head disposed between the feed assembly and the chute; 
an infeed arrangement; and 

a strap supply for supplying strap material to the feed assembly through the infeed 
arrangement, 

the feed assembly including a pair of tensioning wheels and a pair of feed wheels disposed 
along a strap path, the feed wheels feeding the strap material into and around the chute and the 
tensioning wheels retracting the strap material and tensioning the strap material around the load, the 
feed assembly including a strap path access guide having a fixed lower guide portion extending 
between the tensioning wheels and the strapping head, the fixed lower guide portion defining a 
lower surface of the strap path, a pivotable upper guide portion, the upper guide portion pivotable 
about a pivot that is spaced from and rearwardly beyond the tensioning wheels, the upper guide 
portion pivotable between a closed position in which the upper and lower guide portions cooperate 
with one another to define the strap path and an open position in which the strap path is fully 
accessible, the upper guide portion being pivotable in a plane transverse to a direction of travel of 
strap material through the strap path and a latching flssemhly e lement for securing the upper guide 
portion in the closed position. 

Claim 16 (currently amended): The strap path access guide in accordance with claim 15 
wherein the latching assembly indnHesirrg a latch for securing the upper guide portion in the closed 
position. 
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Claim 17 (original): The strapping machine in accordance with claim 16 including a 
biasing element for biasing the latch to a latched position. 

Claim 18 (original): The strapping machine in accordance with claim 15 wherein the upper 
guide portion is configured for carrying one of the feed wheels. 

Claim 19 (currently amended): The strapping machine in accordance with claim 18[[15]] 
wherein the one of the feed wheels is an idler wheel. 

Claim 20 (currently amended): The strapping machine in accordance with claim 19 
wherein the idler wheel is mounted to ^biased assembly for biasing the idler wheel toward the 
lower guide portion. 

Claim 21 (original): The strapping machine in accordance with claim 15 wherein the lower 
guide portion includes an opening in the lower portion of the strap path, the opening configured for 
receiving one of the feed wheels. 
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Amendments to the Drawings 

The three attached sheets of drawings are formal drawings for Figs. 1-5, and include changes to 
Figs. 4 and 5. The first sheet, which includes Fig. 1, replaces the original first sheet including Fig. 
1. The second sheet, which includes Figs. 2 and 3, replaces the original second sheet including 
Figs. 2 and 3. The third sheet, which includes Figs. 4 and 5, replaces the original third sheet 
including photographs as Figs. 4 and 5. In Fig. 4, previously omitted elements 60 and 64 have been 
added. In Fig. 5, previously omitted element 74 has been added. 


Attachment: Three Replacement Sheets / Formal Drawings 

Annotated Sheet Showing Changes 
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